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>» dom and Righteouſneſs, Sanftification 
and Redemption. His Deſign was to convince 
Sinners of their abſolute Want of Chriſt, that 
with flaming Affections they might come to 
him, and from hit Fujneſs receide Divine 
Grace. This is to water the Tree at the Root, 


whereby it becomes flouriſhing and fruitful ; 


whereas the laying down af moral Rules for 
the Exerciſe of Virtue, and ſubduing vicious 
Affections, without directing Men to derive 
ſpiritual. Strength by Prayer, and in the Uſe 
of Divine Ordipances, from the Mediator the 
Fountain of all Grace; and without repreſent- 
ing his Love as the moſt powerful Motive and 
Obligation to Obedience, is but pure Philo- 
fophy, and the higheſt Effect of it is but un- 
regenerate Mortality. | 


„Bates, in his Funeral Sermon on Dr. 
Facomb. © |}|_ YEN 


All our Work muſt be done /piritually.— 


There is in ſome Men's preaching a ſpiritual 
Strain, which ſpiritual Hearers can diſcern and 
reliſh : And in fome Men's, this ſacred Tin- 
Qure is ſo wanting, that Even when they ſpeak 
of Spiritual Things, the manner is ſuch as if 
they were common Matters. 

% V. Baxter, in his Gildas Salviangs, Cap. III. 
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vv write for the Inftru- 
FA cion of Mankind, I 

always hope it will foread 


and 7 wide as it finds Re 


x nao But 8 7 meet with a valuable 1 5 | 


tife, whoſe Deſign is to improve the | ſacred 


Skill of Preaching, I am ready to per- 
ſwade myſelf, ** Surely this will "heroin 4 


more extenſive Benefit; and the good In- 


& fluences of it will reach as many whole Af» 


* ſemblies of Men,- as there are Miniſters 
« who ſhall happen to read it. For this 
Reaſon I cannot but take a ſpecial Satigſa- 


Fon in recommending theſe two Diſcourſes 


to the World, which, in my Opinion, are written 
upon the general Principles of Chriſtianity, 


withe 


its good Influences as if 


ON e irit 27 4 e 1 
em to be calculated 59 the common Good, nor 
have I obſerv d any Thing in them that t 
jaſth give Difeuſt or — any reaſon- © 
able Reſentment. 

It muſt be confeſ#d, biber Controver- 
ſy; that there are ſome Things wherein ſe- 
veral of the Preachers of the preſent Time 
have the Advantage of our Learned and Pious 


Fathers : But there are other Excellencies in | 


the Sermons of the Puritannical Age, which 


I would rejoice to find more ſtudiouſly revi« 
ved and . ByF in our Day. Among theſe | 


I know none of more eminent Neceſſity, Glory, | 


and Uſefulneſs, than thoſe two which are the 
Subjects of this little Bool; I mean the Evan- 
gelical Turn of Thought that ſhould run 
thro our Miniſtry, and the Experimental 
Way of Diſcourſe on practical Subjects. 
1 hath been juſtly obſerved, that where 4 
great and univerſal Negle& of preaching 
Chrift hath prevailed in a Chriſtian Nation, 
it hath given a fatal Occaſion to the Growth 
Deiſm and Infidelity ; for when Per- 
2 have heard the Sermons of their Clergy, 
for many Tears together, and find little of 
CH in them, they bave taken it into their 
Heads 
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Heads Hat Men . may * very g * 3 N 3 J 


go ſafe to Heaven without Chriſtianiry 3 
and therefore, tho they dwell in a Land where 


the Goſpel is drofeſs'd, they imagine there's no 
Need they 
4 Blot and Reproach would it be to our Mi. 


ſhould be Chriſtians,” Zut what 


niſtry, if Infidels and Heathens mul- 
tiply among us, thro ſuch a woful Neglect 


- pf} + 8 the pens Doctrine of 


Chriſt. 3% e 
; © Beſides, Ervin confilek bow little hath been 


our Succeſs in compariſon of the Multitudes 


converted by our Fathers in the Day of their Mt: 
niſtry. Hath not this been Matter of ſore Com- 
plaint theſe niany ears paſt? Now it is worth 
our Enquiry, whether it may not be aſcribed to 
the Abſence of. Chriſt in our Sermons.” And 
what Reaſon indeed can we have to expeft'the 
Preſence and Influence of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, if we leave his Perſon, his Offices, his 
Grace, and his Goſpel, out of aur Diſcourſes, or 
give but a ſlight and caſual Hint at theſe glo- 


os Subjetts, which ought to be our daily Themes 


This is what our Author would put us in mind 
77 in his firſt Diſcourſe. 

And perhaps another Cauſe of our Want 
of * bath been this, "That we have 
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 baurs of 
| 2 good Men Mr. Flavell and Mr. Bax- 


Ind Younger Miniſters. But i in the 


1 F * we and our 2 e be Gan- 


all converted already, and fi uf ciently 2 | 


s ml 
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"Tho PREFACE 


= | "foo! 1 lt of tbe Way of our Fathers in 
dliſtinguiſhing 


the Characters of our Heavers, 
and dividing the Word arigbt to Saints and 
Sinners, to the ſtupid and the profane, the 
ewaken'd and convinc'd, the mournful and pe- 
nitent, the 2 and nin: the 
deferted: and 

Jbit Method E „ in the Lage | 
the former Age. Thoſe two great 


er might be divided” in their Sentiments on 
aber. Subjefs, but you find this Conduct 
runs thro 5 their practical Writings. This 


u a great part of what the ſecond Diſcourſe 


bere recommends. to us under the Title of Exe 
perimencal Preaching. « | | 

Our Author indeed aſſumes not ſo * 

ws Re as to addreſs any beſides Students 


middle Age of Life we examine ou 
Segen by the Lig of this Treatiſe; | 


3 b e 
Hape we not been too often tempt ted to 2 
. the Modiſh Way, and Po fo. has 
Hearers in general Terms, as tho they wer 


Chri- 


(e 1 


| 


Jome of u. ſpec 


been laid in an entire Change and Renovation | 
| 
| 22 their peculiar Diſfftulties, Dangers | 
nw" in alt this Faniety of the "rifle 


be, when thoſe who come into our Aſſem- 


IN 


1 PREACH 


5 Profeſſion? hs, 6 4 
our Labour to build them p 

in the Prallice of Duties, without teaching 

them - to: ſearch whether | b. Paal hu 


* 


of Heart? Do we lead them conſtantly to en- 
re into the inward State of there Souls, 
ſpecial Tempers-and Circumſtances of their * 


the 


and Temptations, and give them peculiar A. 


Tak tne EfReicy dies th World 


4 of God im preſs the. Conſcience, when every 
Hearer fond himſelf deſcribed without the 


Preachers perſonal Knowledge: of him? When 
his own ſpiritual State is > xs to the Life, 


and (as it were) ſet before his Eyes in the 1 


Language of the Preacher? When a Word of 


_ Conviction, Advice, or Comfort is ſpoken ſo 


pertmentl to bis own Caſe, that he takes it as 
direfted to himſelf. How much more pow- 
erful, and more penetrating will. our Sermons | 


blies ſhall be convinced and judged, and 
have the Secrets of their Hearts made ma- 
nifeſt, and confeſs that God is in the 
midlt of us of a Truth, TR 
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7 in Manaſcriph,. 
' Satwfadtion, that I take a ſenſuble "Pleaſure | 
t think," that. the Preſs will communicate them 
to the World ; and then ] hope for a. further 


. "The PR REAR 


The Peruſal of theſe excellent Diſcour- 
hatß gixen me ſo much 


Share of Profit, by keeping them always at 
my Right Hand when I am preparing for the 
8 — of the Sanctuary. May the, bleſſed 


Spirit of God teach thoſe, who enter into the 
| ſacred Offee, this holy Still of wit ning 


Souls! May be awaken . us all to ſee what | 
may be mended in our Miniſtrations, in order 
to Publiſh the Goſpel- of Chriſt with more u_ 
e, and divine le r 
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Dear Friends and Brethren, \ 33 


E profeſs our ſchyes Chiriſtis 
ans, and are, I hope, upon 
careful and rational Enqui 
ſatisſied that the Rei» 
gion of Jeſur comes from 
God; and that it is a moſt 
olorious Diſpenſation, 
only. for the ſublime Won- 
deck of its ; Doctrine, and the Divine 


of W 
neſs of its Promiſes, and the men, ot 
eee A 2 
-M ow 


its Precepts, but that it excells all other Rel 
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- Now in x all che! peculiar Glories of this Re- 
gion, "Chriſt is interwoven, like Phidzas's 
in the Shield, which could not be ef- 
faced without deſtroying the Shield itfelf. 


The Doctrines concerning Jeſuc make the | 


Glory and Advantage of his his Religion; and ſo 
_ran through the whole, that preaching Chriſt, 
and preaching the Goſpel, are, in Scripture 

Style, ſynonimous Terms: As in 1 Cor. J. 23. 


Dj. 2. and innumerable other places. 


The preaching of Chriſt is our Buſineſs, our 


Charge, and our Glory; but oh! who ir ſuff- 
tient for theſe things? Give me leave then, 


dear Brethren. and Friends, to remind my- 
le and You, what regard a Miniſter ſhould 


| have to our Redeemer in his Preaching and o- 


ther Adminiſtrations. 


I. LE r us ** Chriſt the.Deſign and End 
of our Preaching, If we ſeek principally to 
pleaſe Men, then are we not the Servants of 
Obriſt. If we look no farther than our own 
Humour, Reputation, or temporal Advantage, 


and expend our Talents to our own pri- 
vate Uſe; how ſnall we make up our Accounts 


to bur Maſter? and what Reward can we EX- 
pect from him? | 
Our ultimate End: *ſhould be the erſonal 
of Chrift : That the Glory of Chrift as 
God, is the ultimate End of the Goſpel, none 
can doubt: Nay, as a Creature; he is in his 


Perfections and Felicity far ſuperior to the reſt 


of the Creation; ſo it is ſaid of this di- 
WoT:. I „ vine 
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vine Perſon, | Heb: ij. 10. All things are for 


him, as well as by him. Is he not worth ten 


thouſand of us? More worth than the Worldꝰꝰ 
The only begotten Son of God, whom the = 
higheſt Angels adore? Now if the Glory of 
Chriſts Perſon, to the Honour of the Father, 


be the principal End in the divine Schemes 


and Actings, it ſhould alſo be our higheſt 
View and Deſign. Nor want we Motives f 
Gratitude to lead us to this: He is the Fun- 


der of our N to whom all our Ho 
are owing: He has honoured us, and well de- 


ſerved that we ſhould honour him: Nor, is 


there any danger of leſſening the Honour of 


God the Father thereby, when we conſider 
him, as the Scriptures repreſent him, as one 


with the Father, the equal image of the in- 
viſible God, to the glory of God the Father. 


Again, as the Glory of .. Chriſt's Perſon 


ſhould be our ultimate End; ſo the advancing 


the Kingdom of his Grace amongſt Men, is to 
be the ſubordinate End. i 


The Recovery of fallen Creatures to Holineſs 
and Happineſs is the immediate Deſign of the 
Goſpel, Chriſt is come into the world to ſaue 


uners. 1 Tim. j. 15. And he ſends us to 


reach his Goſpel, that we might promote the 
fame Salvation, That men might live ſoberly, 


| righteouſly and godly, looking for that bleſſed 
Hope. Tit. ij. 11, 12, 13. To make Men holy, 


to bring them to the Faith of Chriſ, the Imi- 
tation of him, and Communion with nd 
4 „ | 5 an 
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and hereaſter, to the Glory of the Father thro' 
_ 1Ghreft, muſt be the conſtant End of our Preach- + 
ing. We ſhould not think it enough to inform, 
to amuſe, to pleaſe, to affect, but we muſt aim 
farther than this, to bring them to truſt in 
Chbriſt, and withall, to make them penitent 
and holy; and every Subject muſt be managed 
with this view: And let it be out = Care, 
on a more ſpeculative Subject (as ſuppoſe one 
of the ſublime Doctrines of Grace) ſtill to keep 
the End in view, and apply it practically, or 
/ 0H eto oh i 7 
; Lerusbyall Means endeavour to fave precious 
Souls, but yet aim at a higher End than this, vi. 
that we our ſelves may be 4 wee? ſavour of 
Chriſt unto Cod. 2 Cor. ij. 15. and then, tho' we 
miſs of our ſecondary End, and are not as we 
could wiſh the /avour of life unto life unto any 
greater number; yet in being the /avour of 
death unto death to them that periſh, we 
ſhall be Inſtruments of glorifying the. Juſtice 
and-Long-ſuffering of Chr/t, and be Witneſſes 
for God, that there has been a Prophet among ſt 
them; our primary End.is anfwered, our la- 
our is with the Lord, and we in the mean 
time areſupported, tho” Iſrael be not gathered, 
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for the word ſhall nos return empty. 
Nay farther, it is not enough that the Strain 
of our Preaching is adapted to the true n 
of the Goſpel, but we muſt at Heart ſincerely 
intend it; otherwiſe, tho our Diſcourſes be 
- pnexceprionable, yer if ourDeſigns be 


wrong 
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It Lu" Chriſt be the Matrer LIM our P each 
Let-us diſplay the Divine Dignity | 


i Lovelineſs' of his Perſon, by the Light. of "is 


Word, as God manifeſt in the fleſh. __ 
Let us unfold his Mediarorial Office, the 
* Deſign and Purport of his great 
Undertaking. 7 
Let us remind our Hearers of the Parribatics 4 
of his Incarnation, Life, Death, Reſurrection, 


Aſcenſion and virerceffion:* 


Let us ſet forth the Characters he bears, as 
a Prophet, Prieſt and King; as a Shepherd, 
Captain, Advocate and Judge. 

Letus demonſtrate and ſhew the Sufficiency 
of his Satisfaction, the Tenor and Excellence 
of the Covenant confirmed with and by him, 
our Juſtification by his Righreouſheſs, Adop- 
tion thro* our Relation to him, Sanctification 
by his Spirit, dur Union with him as our 
Head, ſafe Conduct by his Providence; 
and how Pardon, Grace, and Glory accrue to 
the Elect rhro* his 'Suretiſhip and Sacrifice, 
and are diſpenſed by his Hand. 

Let us in his Name declare and explain his 
moſt holy Laws, and teach the People what- 
ever Duties he has commanded to God, our 
Neighbour, and our Selyes. 

Let us quicken the Saints to Duty, raiſe 
their Hopes, eſtabliſh and comfort their Souls, 
by the exceeding great and precious Promiſes 

F of 
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of his Goſpel, n in him are yea and 


Ü but juſt give ſhort nd imperſoet hints of 
| theſe Things, and refer to the Apoſtolical 

' Writings, which you'll find are made up of 

Diſcourſes on theſe and ſuch like Topieks. | 


m. Lzrthe Manner ofour ir Preaching on any 
Subject, diſtinguiſh ir from mere Diſcourſes on 
Natural Religion, by a continual. regard. to 
Chriſt, © 
If we.are upon the Perfedtions of God, ler 
us conſider them as ſhining in his Son, and 
exemplify d in his Undertaking, who is the 
brightneſs of his Father's glory, and expreſs 
image of his perſon. Heb. j. 3. 

If we ſet forth Goſpel Bleflings and Promi- 
ſes, let us conſider them as purchaſed by a Sa- 
viour's Blood, and. diſtributed by his Bounty; 
for by his own blood- he has obtained eternal 
redemption. Heb. ix. 12. and from him 
the whole body is ſupplied. Eph. iv. 16. 

If we take notice of the Providence of God, 
let us not forget that 24. Power is giveu to 
Cbriſt, in heaven and in earth. Matt. xxviij. 
18. and that be is _— ow all Forage for 
the church. Epheſ. j. . 
If by the Terrors of * laſt Judgment we 
perſwade Men, let the wrath of the Lamb be 
denounced, and the dreadful Reckoning for 
abuſed Grace and a ſlighted Saviour, for this 
i the condemnation. Joh. iij. 19. 


If 


Heb. iv. 14, 16. and let us teach them'to 
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* If we are aſſiſting the Devotions of the Peo- 


ple in Confeſſion, Prayer, or Praiſe, let their 


Repentance ſpring from Yooking. on Chriſt 
hon they have pierced. Zec. xij. 10. Let 
their Faith in Prayer fix ſteadily on Jeſus, as 
to him is owing our Acceptance and Suceels, 
and our boldneſs at the throne of grace flows 
from regarding Chriſt as our great High Prieſt. 


- 
= 
6 


thanks to God the Father thro' him to 4 a9 


it is owing that God is our Father. Col. ij. 12 
When we are upon the Subject of A 


Chriſt is by no Means to be forgotten; for to 
perſwade Men to practical Godlineſs, is one of 
the moſt difficult parts of a Miniſter's Work. 
Men will hear with a curious Satisfaction © 
ſpeculative Diſcourſe; and with ſome Joy at- 
tend to the Diſplays of God's Grace; nay 
a Felix may tremble when Judgment is 
preached: many indeed will bear to hear of 
Duty too; but to induce them to practiſe it 
hic labor hoc opus : Here we had need call in 
all Helps and take all Advantages, which the 
Goſpel as well as the Light of Nature can fur- 
niſh. * In other Diſcourſes, we are rather at- 
tacking Satax's Out- works, a blind and preju- 
diced Underſtanding ; in practical Subjects we 
aſſault Satan's ſtrongeſt Fort, a corrupted Will: 
We may gain the Underſtanding on our Side, 
and gain ſome ſhare of the Aﬀections ; but to 
ſubdue a perverſe Will, and make Men good 
practical Chriſtians, is not ſo eaſy a Thing, 


If chat we can afford to ſpare any Motive or 


quickning 


"of — Grip. 


a Conſideration. But here I muſt be 
| | more particlar in explaining how we ſhouldre- 
gard ( briſt in preaching Duty: 

1. Let us repreſent Duty as the nanagh and 

' neceſſary Fruit of Faith in Chri/?, and. love to 
him. When by Faith we behold a crucify'd 
Jeſus, do we not tremble at the Severity of 
God's Juſtice, and regret and hate thoſe Sins 
that occaſioned his Sorrows? When we farther 
conſider, that by bis ſtripes ue are healed, 
can we forbear % love bim who hath firſt 
loved us? Shall we not live to him that died 

for us? Can we have the Heart to crucrfy 

him afreſh 2 No, let us make his Service our 

Buſineſs, his Sufficience our Confidence, his 

Life our Example, and his Bleſſings our Por- 

tion and Choiee. _—_— 

From ſuch Actings of Faith and O oings 
of Love, — divine Tem 15 which 
conſtitutes the new Creature, and lays the 

Foundation of all right Goſpel Obedience. 
Thus therefore let us — trace Goſ- 
pel Duties up to their Fountain head, that the 
People may learn tis not outward Reformati- 
on that will ſtand the | Teſt in the Day of 

Judgment, but an inward Renewal of the Soul; 
—— the tree muſt fir ſt be made good, before 
there tan be amy good fruit; and That al muſt 

be done for Chriſt's fake, and flow from 1 
N by love. Gal. v. 6. 

2. Let us enforce Duties wich Motives t re- 
ecting Chriſt; as grateful Love to him 
— conſtrain us; as "_ of his Wiath ſhould 
awe 
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muſt ſeek to be 
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awe us; as we would apptoye- our ſelves? the - 


would enjoy Communion With hit }"as We - 
would promote his Hotiour and Intereſt; and 
as we 2 — have Joy, and not Confuſion, at 
his appearing. Not that we ſhould neglect 
any Motives which the Light of Nature can 
furniſh, and are level to the Capacities of the 
People: We haye need enough of all; but if 
we go no further than theſe, our Exhortations 
will want far the greateſt Part of their Weight, 
if we neglect to be ſcech and. erbort -by The = 
Lord Jeſus. 1 Theſl. iv. T. 
3. Let us conſider Duties, as to be perform - ; 
ed by the Grace of Chriſt: Telling the Peo- 
ple, that our Fruitfulneſs depends on our; be- 
ing engrafted into this Vine; and that a Holy 
Walk is, being Jed by the Spirit ; ; and when 
we do good, it is nor We, but the grace of 
God that is in us; that out of à ſenſe 6f 
Weaknefs, we muſt be made ſtrong, and do 
all things through Chrift firengr ming 1. 


Phil. iv. 13. 


4 Let us conſider all good Works, 45 ak | 
ceptable through the Merits of Chyiſt; and 
remind our Hearers, that could we do a, ur 
were but unprofitable ſervantt; and that we 
found at laſt not having on 

het whith: * ar 


our OWN ri F. Phy. but 
Phil. 15.9 


IV. Lx r us deliver our Sees _ 
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reat fiuelling words F vanity, or in the 
vs of the hen Sophiſts, or Words 
1155 mant wiſdom teacheth, and may perhaps 
ſound "beſt i in our own Vas. but let us uſe 
; Auch Plainneſt of ſpeech, and. ſeek. to find 
ch, acceptable words, may beſt reach 
Ho e and Affections ff the bulk 
of: an, Auditory... 
| As for 12 Alectionate part 4 a, Diſcourſe, 
1 55 I ſuppoſe, upon a View of antient 
ern Learning, you allow that the 
Wen of the Eaſt, and next to them the an- 
wg "Greeks, excelled in Fire, and Works of 
ination; and that the Moderns in- 
55 iting milder welter Climates, even the 
Hrench (from whom. upon many Accounts. 
we ſhould expect the moſt of this Sort) pro- 
nee but an empty in compariſon of the 
Heat of the Ancients; * and rather amuſe 
us with little Delicacies, "Dis by maſterly, 
WIGS command our whole Souls. Now the 
iptures are the nobleſt Remains of what the - 
Eaſt has produced, and much ſurpaſs the beſt, 
of, N in the Force of their Orato- 


;. Let us take the Spirit and Style of the 
Aicher ARE borrow bel Fg es and Alluſions, 
ſtrong Deſcriptions. e 


to the Paſſions. But Im prevented rs 
wouth ay. on. this.ſo, important Head, 
iſhop of Cambrey's Dialogues _ 
g E loquence, which Pm as little —__ of 
upon a8 nag nee 
Ae Kere bo 
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And now, Brethren, let me lay before yoh R V 
fone Reaſons and Motiyes to back this = q 


ly Admonition bones Preaching C | 


(..) Tis the way to dive dar labdegng J 
cepted of Chriſt, and to have Communion 
with him in our Work: — even Paul cries our; 
Who is ſufficient for theſe things? with how 
much more reaſon may we 74 Does not uf 
chearful Progreſs in our Work on a Di- 
vine Aftatus, and the Spirit diſpenſed by 
Chriſt? But if we take no notice of him in 
our Preaching, and do not diſtinguiſh our 


Selves from the moral Philoſophers” of the 


Gentiles, how can we expect any more of 
this enliv ning and encouraging Preſence of 
Cbriſt than they had; nay, we have leſs 

ground to expect it, if we wilfull 15 fl ight Ar 
ur ſo noble a 1 whic 


never favoured enen 


8 0 
(Il.) Ts the way o wm „ 
and make lively Chriſtians. The Suoceſs of 
the Goſpel, is certainly no leſs owing to the 
Power of its Motives, than to the Clearneſ: 
Fulneſs, and Purity of its Precepts: * The 
peculiar Motives of the Goſpel, have all fick 
a reſpect to Chriſt, that they are enervated if 
he be diſregarded: The Goſpel Scheme is 


what God in his wiſdom has piteb'd upon to 


reform Mankind, and ſave them; and hie ſeems 
in honour concerned to crown it with greater 


Succeſs than any other Scheme whatl6over'? 


i. the 
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er , God. 1 Cot, j. 23724. If we maim the 
GSoſpel, and ſuppreſs a good Part of it, we can 
expect but a very defective Succeſs in the Na- 
ture of things; nay may we not fear God's 
Honour is concerned in ſuch caſe to blaſt us, 
and we ſhall be like to labour almoſt in vain. 
Obſervation agrees with this Theory: The 
great Maſters of Reaſon, who have leſs re- 
pard to Chriſt in their Preaching, may, indeed, 
have a Charm for one of an hundred, who 
have a Taſte of the Beauties of fine Reaſon- 
ing, and be of uſe to them, whilſt the Bulk of 
an Auditory is a-fleep: Alas! with what 
Heart can we go on, entertaining two or three, 
to the ſtarving of moſt of the Souls in an Au- 
ditory. May we not alſo obſerve a happier 
Etfect of a Strain prudently evangelical. on 
Chriſtians themſelves; that they who ſit un- 
der it are more Ways zealous, ready to eve- 
good Work, and heavenly minded, than 
. Chriſtians who have heard leſs of the 


Goſpel. 


(Il.) Ir is a direct Imitation of the Apo- 
files pf · Chriſt: Chriſt himſelf, whilſt upon 
Earth, preach'd the Goſpel in Parables, in a 
concealed Manner, diſtantly and with reſerve: 
He could not ſo fully take the advantage of 
his Reſurrection, Satisfaction, Aſcenſion, and 
the like, not yet done, made, or prov'd: He 
had many Things to ſay, which his Diſciples 


could not then bear; but he declares them af. 
YAY Ee > rerward 
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therefore are the true · Pattern of our 
ing, now, aſter the Myſtery of Redemption is 
brought to light, and hath its full evidencteQ. 
How then did the Apoſtles preach Chriſt? 
'Tis endleſs to attempt a full Detail of Particu- 
lars; any part of the Apoſtolical Writings is Au- 
thority ſufſiciently to our Purpoſe ; and there- 
fore I've been ſparing in Quotations all along 
I | as needleſs to thoſe who will look into theſe 
Writings with this View. And here we don't 
|| defire to alledge or inſiſt upon any Paſſages in 
their Writings, which may be ſuppoſed to be 
writ and inſerted for Reaſons peculiar to that 
Age and Country in which the Apoſtles wrote, 
and in which perhaps we are not ſo much ob- 
liged to imitate. them in our Preaching ; for 
what will remain after all theſe are put out of I 
the Account, will, I'm ſatisfy'd, be as full tio 
our Purpoſe, as theſe that are ſtruck off. 
| \ I'll only then, by way of Specimen, ſelect 
i ſome of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſes on Duties 
moſt moral, where we are apteſt to forget a 
mention of Chriſt, or refpe& to him; that it 
a may at once appear the Apoſtles ſnunned not 
0 the preſſing ſuch Duties, or a regard to Chriſt, 
in the treating on them. | 


1 Cor. vj. 8. Honeſty is preſſed by theſe 
Ff Motives — the- «nrighteous, thieves and ex- 
| tortioners ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
- God, (which in the Style of the New Teſta- 
$ ment is Chriſt's Kingdom of Grace and Glo- 
ry.) —that Chriſtians are converted by the 
. irit 


N * * 1 4 5 r * * r * _ PET EY 9 * N "© 1 9 3 a 2 
r + "Ty E WP ks as . N = L * 3 "* * , 
* 7 LL, g . ; 'S 378 \ 4% N * * 5 
. - ©. 7 v þ WY - 9 * 
. © - of - » 4 
= * * , 
30 p * 
- 4 5 
: 4 — . 
" 
| - 
= 
4 
* 
n 
” 


* of Gin, end falt by his rights. | 
onſueſs. 5 0 

VI. 15. -Chaſtiry- is enjoyn'd, as bur 
bodies are Fr er of Chriſt, as we are one 


ſpirit with him, temples #he 0 Ghy 
aud bought with a 42 Ye 1 


I Cor. viij & ix. Alms is oommened; a 


1 5 will bring a large Tribute 9 1 


for our ſubjection to the goſpel ga; 
Obrist Jorg our ſakes. 
Tit. ij. 2. Evil Speaking is forbidden, be- 
2 doe were fuoliſb _- wicked ; but the 
e of God has made the difference ; ; not 
> i our Den, but of his free mer- 
now enerated us, and given us his ho- 
ty ſpirit, t gy Jeſus Chrift, by whom we 
are juſtified an hears of glory. 
Rom. xiij. Subjects are 5 to obey 
1 rates, becauſe the go el day is come, 
we ſhould put on Chrif eſus. 50 
"Eph v. 25. Husbands are charged to love 
chen Wives, as Chrift loved the church. - © 
EBeob. v. 22. Wives obedience is urg'd, be- 
| canis: the busband is the head of the Wife, as 
Chriſt is the head of the church. 
Tit. ij. 9. Servants are exhorted to theie 
Duty, as they would adorn the doctrine of 
Chriſt - 3 ſe grace ſe teacheth, and that 
we lool for Chriſt's ET; who _ 
himſelf for us, that we might be holy. 
Now what is there in theſe Motives 
lar to one Age or Nation ? Are not all cheſe 
3 9 now as — And are 2 
. ready 


FT 
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Ln in their Duty, chat we r e 


2 e 


them? Pr 
Nay, ir is Worth Obſervation, that the A. 
poſtles do not confine themſelves to Motives 
peculiarly: ted to the Duty they ate 
pteſſing, and which ſerve to enforce one Du- 


| mal rather than another; but; as you may look 


and ſee, when ſuch proper Motives are 

not at hand, they take without any ſcruple-. 

common or general ones, which will ly. 
enforce any Duty whatſoever... - 

And why ſhou'd not we introduce the Pe- 

* of the Goſpel on all Occaſions ag 


frequently as the Apoltles did? Ifour Schemes 


of Theology will not allow us, we've reaſon; 
to ſuſpeck we are in a. different Scheme 
from the Apoſtles. Are we afraid Men will 

make perverſe uſe of ſuch Doctrines as the A- 

poſtles uſed for Motives? The Apoſtles choſe 
to venture it, and why. ſhow'd:not we? If we 
will not dare to preach ſuch a Goſpel as may 
be peryerted by Men of corrupt Minds to 
their own Injury, we muſt not expect to be 
Inſtruments of any Good: hy” well be zhe;ſa: © 
veur F life to ſome, we muſt expect to be 
the * f- l to bee 


at all. 

T conſeſs even the Aare Scheme, | 
(which Ithink con(iderably ſinks the Doctrines 
of Grace) does allow room to regard Chriſt 
abundantiy more than moſt Preachers of that 
Sett do: I wou d meet them on their own Re: | 
ciples: What hinders their frequently incul- 


1 cating 


2 
p + ts * — 
, = > * * N 5 a It "ee a +< Dp \ y N 
1 * * * > ts * TN , N * , WS 2 © 7 
* T- g l 3 ". * v y has * 8 CH 
4 | l : ; \ 5 
2 
- 


24 of — Ori 


og 7 the Merits of Chri/t, the Depravity of 
atures, the Neceſſity of Regeneration, 


the Aids of Grace and Union, and Communion 
with Chriſt ? Theſe Topicks it were to be 
hoped, might have their Effect: But, alaſs ! 
hi For, of the Remonſirants improve to 
Advantage ſo much of the Goſpel as they hold 
and receive: And it makes me leſs inclined to 
this Scheme, that it ſo generally draws thoſe 
that embrace it into a ſtrain of Preaching, 
even on practical Subjects, ſo different from 
that of the Apo files; and inclines them I 
know not how to 25 preſs thoſe glorious Eyan- 
gelical Motives (which yet their own Princi- 
ples might allow) by which the Apoſtles en- 

forced Golpel Duties. 


(av ) So only ſhall we deſerve the Name of 
Preachers of Chriſt — only did I fay ? I'm a- 
fraid this may ſound too barſh — come let us 

the Matter as ſoft and candid as common 
Senſe will allow us — fo ſhall we moſt evident - 
ly or beſt deſerve this honourable Title. 

Whilſt a Preacher keeps off the Peculiarities 
of the Goſpel, and ſays nothing but what the 

_ of Nature wou d alſo ſuggeſt and autho- 
riſe, give me leave to ſay, a 8 might 
poſſibly doubt whether he is iſt or a 
Chriſtian + the Queſtion is like an imperfect 
Mathemarical Pro lem, which equally admits 
of different Solutions. 

Suppoſe the Ghoſts of Paul and Senece to 
come meer „ into an Aſſembly where 

one 
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one was haranguing the People in this ab- 


ſtracted Manner; I am apt to think Seneca 


wou'd claim him as a Philoſopher of his own 
Sect and Religion. Now if Paul ſhou'd alſo 
make his claim to him as a Miniſter of Chriſt, 


how cou d the Queſtion be. decided without 


allowing Seneca to be a Preacher of Chriſt alſo. 


On the other Hand, if a Preacher picks out 


ſome of the Truths of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and even the peculiar and glorious Truths of 
Chriſtianity, but ſo unhappily manages them, 
as not to lead People to Holineſs and the Imi- 


tation of Chriſt thereby, what is this to the 
Purpoſe of 5 to the Deſign of Chriſt 
and the Goſpel ? Such 

which is calculated to deſtroy the works of the 
devil, and teach men ſobriety, righteouſneſs, 
and godlineſs : It is not only Chriſt without 
us we are to preach, bur Chriſt in us, and our 
N on Chriſt Jeſus by a holy Heart and 


I the Apoſtle James ſhou'd come again, and 


make a Viſitation to out Churches, and hear 


ſuch a Preacher, he wou'd imagine he was got 


amongſt ſuch People as he writes againſt in 


his Epiſtle ;* he wou'd be apt when the Mini- 
ſter had done, in his zeal for Chriſt, to take 


the Text in Hand again, and ſupply what the 
Preacher had omitted, vis. The Application; 
and to ſay to the Auditors, Know ye not that 
Faith without works is dead? If the Preacher 
ſhou'd here interrupt him, faying, © Hold, 


are quite off that Scheme 


6 ſpare thy Pains, the Spirit of God will make 
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26 Of preaching Chriſt, 

” . * the Application and teach Men Holineſs ;— *' 
wou d not James reply, I and the reſt of 

4 6 0 | ile. 

| . © rhe Apoſtles were taught to preach otherwiſe, 
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F. and give particular Exhortations to Duty; 
F  *©we judged we might as well leave it to the 
3 <. Spirit, without our Pains to reveal the Doc- 
q ©. rrine, as to inſtruct Men in the Practice of 
Z the Goſpel. We, 8 


= the whole, Brethren, let it be our 
Reſolution to ſtudy and preach Chriſt Jeſus: 
On this Subject, there is room for the ſtricteſt 
reaſoning and ſublime Philoſophy ; it deſerves; - 
invites and inſpires the ſtrongeſt Fire of the 
Orator ; in extolling Chriſt, we cannot ſhock 
the moſt delicate Taſte by overſtrained Hy- 
perboles; here the Climax may riſe till it is 
out of Sight ; our Imagery cannot be too 
ſtrong and rich ; and what more moves than 
an Apoſtrophe to Chriſt ? Or what Proſopo- 
np more commanding than thoſe in which 
he is introduced. „ 
Should our Lord himſelf appear and give 
you a Charge at your entrance on the Mini- 
ſtry, would he not ſay (what indeed he has 
ſaid already :) Ty 
As the Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you 
© to preach the kingdom of God; that every 
* knee may bow to me, and every tongue con- 
« feſs me : teach them to obſerve all 
* things whatſdever I have commanded you; 
© and tell them, that without me, they can do 
nothing; that when they have done all, they 
are unprofitable ſervants, and muſt be found 
2 "I * 3 
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Hoh Ghoſt. teacheth; that you may gain 
7 * ſouls, and bring in my ſheep for whom 7 


i feed my ſheep: —— I've call d you friend; 
5 do all in my name, and to mine honour ; (0 


© Twill be with you always ; and if you thus 
watch for ſouls, you ſhall give up your ac- 


r © count with joy at my appearing : — this is 
; © the preaching, which tho it ſeem fooliſh to 
- * many, ſhall prove the power of God and 


. 
N 


wiſdom of God: caſt forth the net on this 
© fide, and ſo may you expet7 to catch many 
'« ſouls : be followers of my Apoſtles as they 
© are of me, and in my wame ſhall you do won- 
s ders: if you preach me, I and mine ſhall 
© therein rejoice : be not aſbamed of my Goſ- 
« pel, and I will not be aſhamed of you. 
But to arrive at any tolerable perfection in 
Preaching Chriſt, is a work of Time, the Re- 
| Hfult of a careful peruſal of the Scriptures, and 
2 ſtudying the Hearts of Men: It requires the 
— mortifying the Pride of Carnal Reaſon, a great 
8 Concern for Souls, an humble Dependance on 
the Spirit of God, with the lively Exerciſe of 
Devotion in our Cloſets. "IE 
As for the reaſoning Part on the more agreed 
Points of our Religion, a young Preacher J 
ſooner may get to conſiderable Excellence, 
but the Chriſtian Orator is longer in finiſhing: © 2 
We may ſooner get neceſſary Truths into 
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our own Minds, and come at Minds of our 
4 D 2 own 
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| own Size and Taſte; but by proper Motives 5 
and Ways to reach Souls of dif | 
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erent Make 
and Turn, even the loweſt of the Vulgar, is 
what very few quickly arrive at: Bur let us 
not deſpair; if we thus regard Chriſt in our 


5 Miniſtrations, we may reaſonably expect the 


Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, and we ſhalt be able 70 | 


do all this thro waa laid * eh 
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Ightly to divide the Word af 
Truth is the neceſſary Care 
of a Miniſter, if he would be 

Mm approved of God, and beia 

BD, Xl workman that needs not be 
eaſbamed. 2 Tim. ij. 15. And 

dit is a Skill worth — BY 
for, and labouring to attain: Our Succeſs and 

the Good of Souls depends upon it more than 

is commonly imagine. 

' - | No queſtion you may have heard many ho- 

neſt People expreſs their DiſſatisfaQtion with 

: | many 


Proches, in ſack Terms gte 


- tonflanthly in a Way thee 
Eg hae rey 7 Fa 
4 wor my Caſe and 3 I cannot 


© 455 by them. — Their Complaint is nor al- 


together without Meaning or * as I tops 


youll be convinced by 255 by. © 
To keep a littte in view thar Paſſage of 
Scripture I've mentioned, the * 5 e 


12 may mean theſe ae 


I. Gorxe through the wadiey of Gofo el 
9 declaring i the whole Counſel of God, 
the Doctrines of Grace, Threatnings, Pro- 
miſes, and Duties of Morality, giving each its 
due proportion. 
Some finding their Thoughts flow moſt 
Teadily and affectionately on the Dottrities of 
| Grace, and that by theſe they beſt command 
the Aﬀections of the Hearers, are altogether 
upon them; and neglect to teach the People 
Fo obſerve whatſoever Chriſt has commanded 
then. I bear many of them witneſs they 
have a Seal for God, but I with it were more 
according to knowledge : They do not ſure 
lafficient] conſider that Holineſs is the De- 
ſign of Chriſtianity and our preaching on o- 


ther Heads, is in order the better.to enforce 
Duty, and make Men like to Chrsft, _ 

I eam afraid, from what I've obſerved, that 
this Strain of Preaching will encreaſe the 
Number of ſuch Hearers, whom our Saviour 


deſcribes * che ſtony Ground in the ** 
| e 
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ble of the Sower ; namely, ſuch who are all 
Notion and Affection, with a forward Profeſ. 1 
ſion; but have an unſubdued Will, no Root 
forth to * 
This Strain, I fear, though it 
ward Chriſt, will bring — few ſafely to | 
Many of their Hearers, with Chriſ much i in 
their Mouths, will prove bur Hypocrites ſet- 
tled on their Lees, and Slaves to Luſt. Nor is 
this Strain more happy for the uniform 


Growth of the ſincere Chriſtian: They that 


fir under it, are too frequently low, im- 
rfect, and partial in practical Godlineſs; di- 
mpered with Conceit and prepoſterous Zeal 

for Words and Phraſes, and Things of little 


or no Conſequence; perplexed and perplexing 


others with a thouſand groundleſs Scruples; 
children in vader landing, and it were happy 
were they ſo in malice too; but alas! their Nar. 
rowneſs of Mind infects the Heart with un- 
charitable Affections to Chriſtians of different 
Perſuaſions. 

Others having not arcived at a reliſh of the 
Doctrines of Grace themſelves, ſuppreſs them 
in their Preaching, and are altogether on Mo- 
rality, enforcing it with no Motives of the 
Goſpel, except ſome of thoſe addreſs d to Fear. 
— i Thee, if they are Maſters of much Fire, 
may convince ſome ; bur it fares with moſt of 


their Convicts, as with the Man in the Para- 


ble, out of whom the unclean Spirit went for 

a while; but finding his Houſe empty, return- 

ed with ſeven more; and the latter k 
uc 
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22 Of particular” and 
uch, is worſe than the Beginning. Or elſe, 
the awakened Hearer takes up with a yen 
VPDependance upon a miſtaken, external, and 
P Pharifaical Righteouſneſs. — Or elſe the con- 
vinced Sinner, not being by his Teacher led 
to Chriſt, proceeds not, ſettles not, but abid- 
ing long under the doubtful Concern, is wea- 
tied with it, weary of it, and comes to no- 
, on; which ſeems to be the Thought in 
. Hol. xiij. 13. Ephraim is an unwiſe ſon; he 
= Should not ſtay long in the place of the break- 
ang forth of children. — Or laſtly, if any are 
converted under his Miniſtry, tis very uſual 
they are forced to deſert, to find richer and 
ſweeter Paſture for their Souls. 
Some of their Hearers may poſſibly prefer 
this Strain of Preaching ; but it does not 
thence follow they are the better for it: And 
here I'll recite a Paragraph out of Remarkable 
Paſſages in the Life of a private Gentleman. 
Spiritual ſearching Diſcourſes I did not 
nuch ſauour as meer moral Doctrines; tho 
Cod knows too immoral myſelf. — The hopes 
© 1 had conceived of the Strength of my good 
© Reſolutions rendered them grateful — Se- 
« neca's Morals 1 read with great pleaſure— 
« Mr. Baxter's Saints Reſt frighted me; ſo in 
reading a few Pages, I threw it by, ©. 
Thus with regret he tells us what little Pro- 
fit he had in that Way, of his Fondneſs of 
which he was aſhamed, when he came to be 
of Paul's Mind, to count all droſs and dung 
that he might gain Chriſt. 2 
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putting of a Thought in ſeveral 
diſtinct Views and Lights for different Pur- 


poſes and Deſigns. The ſacred Writers are 


herein our Pattern; and that not by c 


but for wiſe Reaſons. One View is deſi one 
to raiſe one Affection; another View; to ex- 


cite another of a different Sort: And farther, 
one of the Views is deſigned as an Antidote 
the Poiſon, which the Corru tion of 
Mens Hearts might draw out of the other. 
For inſtance, the Terms and Way of our 
Juſtification and Salvation, are froqueraly ſta⸗ 
ted thus — 
That we muſt be found in Chriſt; hoving 


on the righteou neſs, which is of God by fuith. 


Phil. iii. 9. and that we muſt be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him. 2 Cor. v. 21. 
And this View is exquiſitely adapted to 


humble us, to draw forth Love and Gratitude, 


and encourage our Hopes and Dependance. 
But leſt this n alone made uſe 
of, ſnould beget Security, at other Times we 
are told —— 
That by works 4 man is juſti ed, and not 


by faith only ; and that faith without works 


17 Jam. ij. 24, 26. and that the En- 
quiry at the laſt Day ſhall be, who has e 


XXV. 


And moſt commonly theſe two Views as oh 


united in the fame Paragraph ; that one may 
prevent the ill Conſequences Man's Perverſe- 
nefs would draw from the other: As Phyſi- 

. cians 
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24 Of particular an! 
cians finding ſome dangerous Effect likely to 
follow from a Drug of ſovereign Virtue, mix 
ſome other with it to prevent the fatal Conſe- 
quen ces. gi 

So we are ſaid to be elect according to the 
foreknowleage of God, through ſanttification 

. of the ſpirit, unto obedience and ſprinkling 
of the blood of Jeſus. 1 Pet. j. 2. 

Again we are told, that þy grace we are 

4 ſaved, through faith, the gift of God, not 

Az of works ; for we are his workmanſhip, crea- 

8 Zed in Chriſt unto good works. Eph. ij. 8, 9, 
_— 3 3.59 

1 may give another Inſtance, in the diffe- 
rent Ways the Scripture ſpeaks of Power and 
Duty. | 

Sometimes we are told, that we cannot come 
to Chriſt except the father draw. Joh. vj. 

44: That without Chriſt we can do nothing. 
Joh. xv. 5. That F we live, it is not we 
but Chriſt that liveth in us. Gal. ij. 20. 
Now theſe Views tend to hide Pride from 
Man, to create a Diffidence of our ſelves, and 
ro centre our Hopes and. Depefidance in 
Chriſt. | | ; 

But leſt the ſlothful and wicked Servant 
Thould make his Impotence his Excuſe; we are 
called upon to turn and make us new hearts, 
exhorted to ac, and we ſhall receive, and are 

aſſured God will give the ſpirit to them that 

aut him. Luk. xj. 9, 13. 

- And how happily are theſe two Views uni- 
ted in Phil. ij. 12, 13. York out your own ſal. 

; | Valion . 
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experimental Preaching” 33 
vation with fear and trembling ; for it is. 
God that worketh in you to will and to do. 
Now, leſs skilful Dividers'of the Word deal 
entirely in one of theſe Views only, and neg- <<? 
lect the other; and whilſt they are labouring 
to excite one good Affection, they raiſe ano- 
ther of a bad Tendency together with it: To 
this in part is owing that there are ſo many 
low or diſtempered Chriſtians. Nor is this 
Partiality more happy at the real Converſion 
of Sinners, who generally under ſuch Manage- 
ment, are either left aſleep, and ſettled in a 
fond conceit of their own Righteouſneſs, or 
elſe tumble at the rock of offence, (in a diffe- 
rent Manner indeed from what the Jeu did) 
| thinking to find by Chriſt a Way to Heaven, 
without Holineſs or moral Honeſty. 


III. DisTiNnCTLY pang and enfor- 

cing particular Duties, and oppoſing particular 

; Sins. It is true, the whole Scheme of Goſpel _ 
Duty is deducible from the general. Heads'of 


1 Faith and Love; bur alas! moſt Mens Minds 
d are ſlow, confuſed, and erroneous in long De- | 
n ductions, and it is our Buſineſs to lead them 
on in eyery Step, and to ſhew what particular 
It. Duties to God, our Neighbour, and our Selves, 
re will flow from theſe Principles, and are neceſ- 
Sy ſary to make the Man of God perfect. We 
re muſt particularly teach them to add to their 
4 faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, pati. 
ence, godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs and cha- 
4 rity, if we would not leave them lind and 
21 h E 2 


unfruitful, 
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particular Manner ſpeak of the fruits of the 
PPirit, as love, joy, peace, Jong-ſuffering, gen- 
tleneſ3, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, and tempe- 


force each of them. Gal. v. 22, 23, We ſhould 


apply the Lamp of the Word to detect and diſ- ; 


grace all the particular works of darkneſs, and 
make manifeſt the fruits of the fleſh ; ſuch as 
adultery, laſerviouſneſs, wrath, ſtrife, ſediti- 
ons, hereſies, enuyings, murders, drunkenneſs, 
revellings, and ſuch lite. Gal. v. 19, 20, 21. 
If I ſhould read to a ſick Perſon a learned Le- 
cture of the benefit of Health, and exhort him 
to take care to recover it; but never enquire 


into the Nature of his Diſeaſe, or preſcribe 


3 Methods and Medicines for the Cure; 
e would hardly acquieſce in me for his Phy- 
fician, or refign the Care of his bodily Health 
to me. | L 1 
Nor is it a more likely way to the Soul's 
Health, to reſt in general Exhortations to Ho- 
lineſs only, without diſtinctly handling the 
ſeveral Branches thereof, and Sins oppoſite 
thereunto. „ e 


IV. PaRTIcuLARLx applying to the ſeveral 
Caſes, Tempers, and Experiences, of the Hear- 
ers. Beſides many Thoughts ſuited in general 
to all Cafes, there might properly ariſe in 
the Application of mol 
diſtin&th 1 
Unconyerted, ' ro notional Hypocrites, and 


unfruitſul 2 Pet. j. 7. And we ſhould in 


rance; and at proper Scaſons explain and en- 


Subjects, Thoughts 
y proper to the Converted and 
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Caſe is lively 


much greater Variety. 
Now ſuch part articular Addreſſes, when the 


of 8 1 Sort of Men intended, and judici- 
only and artfully ſpoken to, are the cloſeſt,” 
weighty, — moſt uſeful parts of the Ap- 


De 


That this is the true Way of addreſſing an 5 
Auditory, viz. to divide them into ſeveral 
Claſſes, and diſtinctly ſpeak to each, will be 
plain, if we look through the Apoſtolical 
Writings, and I might add the Prophetical al- 


ſo with this View; and we ſhall find that both 


Prophets aud Apoſtles frequently take care to 
diſtinguiſh The holy and the vile, the Convert- 


ed and Unconverted: As fot I nſtance, as to 
their Knowledge and Apprehenſions of Things. 

x Cor. ij. 14, 15. The natural man retei veth 
nat the things of the Spirit — they are foot 
ifhneſs to him — he cannot know them. But 
the ſpiritual judge all things. And allo as to 
their Obedience to the Law. Rom. viij. 7,8. 

The carnal mind is enmity againſt God —is 


not fubjet? to God's law, nor can be ſubjeet or. 
pleaſe God. 


They particularly rebuke Scoffers, and con- 


fate Gainſayers — behold ye deſpiſers and 
wonder, and periſh— as for Inſtance, thoſe | 
who denied or cavilled at the Reſurrection. 
x Cot. xv. Thou fool, that which thou ſoweſt, ' 


is vor quickned except it die, &c. and alſo 
[th ole 
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meer Moraliſts, to Mourners, to Backſldes h 
and lazy Chriſtians, and at ſeveral Times ro 4 


awn, in the natural Language 


1 4 that ſet up for a Faith without Works. 
Jam. ij. Milt thou know vain man, that faith 


n * * 
2 obs © > 
4 ATE 4 * bk.” * * 


"of bare mw 


without works is dead, &c. 
They addreſs to carnal ſtupid Sinners in an 


awful Way; denouncing woe. to them that 
are at eaſe: As Paul, when he made Felix 


tremble. Act. xxiv. 25. or as Stephen, Act. 
Vi. 51 — 54. 1 eWif-necked and uncircum- 


caſed, &c. 


They lead convinced Sinners to Chriſt; ; to 


thoſe that are enquiring they ſay, F ye will 


enquire, enquire ye, return, come, turn to the 
firong hold; if the Lord hath torn, he will 
beat: As in AQ. ij. 38. 1 phe and be bap- 
tized in the name of the Lord Jeſus for the 
remiſſion of ſins, &c. Act. xv). 31. Believe 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 

They reaſon with the Moraliſt, and choſe 
that truſt in themſelves that they are righ- 
teous; ſhewing their righteouſneſs is as Al- 
thy rags: Rom. iij. The Law ſaith, there is 
none righteous, but all the world are guilty 
before 8 therefore by the deeds of the Law 


hall no fleſb be juſtified ; but the righteouſ- 


neſs of God is manifeſted, that God might 
freely juſtify them that believe on Jeſar: : 
therefore man is juſtified by faith; boaſting 15 


excluded by the law of faith. And Gal. iij. Ze 
received the ſpirit by the hearing of faith the 


goſpel was before preached to Abraham—they 
that are of the works of the law, are under 


the curſe: But the Law could not diſannul 
. the covenant confirmed before „ but was 4 


/thool- 
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[thoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt, that ue 


might be juſtified by faith, they then that are 
Chriſt's, are Abraham's ſeed and heirs accord- 
MEFS PR. - 10 OL I Ons 
They lay open pretending Hypocrites ſharp- - 
ly, ſhewing them their Abominations, detecting 
and confounding the Wretches that delight to 
know Gods ways and hear his word ; but will 
not do it : as Peter, Acts viij. 21. thou haſt no 
art in this matter; thy heart is not right in 
the fight of God and Fames in chap. ij. ſhew 
me thy faith, without thy works — the 
devils believe and tremble. e 
They ſpirit up Chriſtians that have but a 
little Strength, to advance farther; that he 
that is feeble may be as David: as in Heb. v. 
at the End, and the beginning of the vj. ye are 
dull of hearing — for the time ye ought to 
have been teachers — ſirong meat belongeth 
to them that are of full age — therefore, 
leaving the firſt principles, let us go on to 
perfection. . | 
They deal with the ſeveral Sorts of diſtem- 
per'd Chriſtians tenderly, and yer plainly and 
faithfully ; as particularly with thoſe who 
idolized one Miniſter and deſpiſed others; tel- 
ling them, it is aot by might or power of man, 
but by God's ſpirit, that the Goſpel is ſucceſs- 
ful; as in 1 Cor. iij. While one ſaith, I am of 
Paul, and another, Iam of Apollos, are ye 
not carnal ? Who is Paul or Apollos, but 
miniſters by whom ye believed ? tis God that 
giveth the increaſe— Paul, Apollos, Cephas, 
BE all 
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8 peg They apply FI! 00 


a T „ exh them, not #0 Heat 
Ml grief of thoſe whom God hath fmit- 
ten : as in 2 Cor. ij. 7. Te ought rather to 
forgive and comfort him I beſeech ou con- 

im your love towards him. Gal. vj. 1. * 
8 „ e 83 7 
in t it of meekneſs, conſidering leſt 
thou alſ be tempted. 8 talk "kh 
to thoſe, who are apt to make God the Author 


of Sin; Who ſay we umavoidably pine away 


in our iniquities, and how can we then be 


ſaved? as in Jam. j. 13. Gc. Let no man ſay 
T am tempted of God; for God tempteth not 
am man. 

Declining Chriſtians are quickened, A- 
wakened, and put in mind of the love of their 
efpouſals : as in Rev. ij. 2. be watchful and 
5 the things that remain _ are 
ready to die. | 
They awfully warn thoſe who are in a 
ger of ſinning and falling back to Perdition; 
telling them, the righteouſueſi they have done 
will be remember d no more, and God's fout 
will have 0 Pleaſure i in them; as in Heb: vj 
4. Gc. It is impoſſible for thoſe who-were 
once enlighteued, &c. i they fall away to re. 
new them again to repentance, ſeeing they 
crucify the Son of God afreſh. 

I They incourage the perſecuted and 

afflicted ; telling them, when they paſo thro 
fire. « and water, God will be RY _ and 
[thattben they are try 8 „they ſpall come forth 


hy. 
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4s gold, and be the Lords in the day that by 
maketh: up. his jewels: As in Rom. viij. 19. 

the 2 i this Preſent time, are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that 
fall be revealed. And Heb. xij we are 
compaſed with a cloud of witneſſes = Feſitt 
ed the croſs, and is ſet down at the 
right. band of the majeſiy on high — wwhom the 
Lord loveth he chaſtneth, and that for our 
profit — chaſining yields. the peaceable fruits 
of rs . And more particularly, thoſe 
ent Relations d in Chriſt, are told, 
they 3 to be happy with them, tho 
the dead ſhall not * as in 1 The iv. 
13, 14. Sorrow not as others that have no 
„ Pope; for them which ſleep in Jeſus WF Gol 
bring with __ 3 * 8 
| There are alſo ons 
1 Chriſtians; vis. to be tender to the Sn ning 
to be publick Spirited; that as Ephrains 
ſhould not envy Fudah, fo neitherſhou Judah 
vex Ephraim: Rom. xiv. Him that is weak in 
the faith receive — Let not him that eateth 
1 deſpiſe him that eateth not — Let none put a 
. Fumbling block in bis brother's way — Let not 
g „uur good be ill ſpoken of — Haſt 2 faith, 
baue it to thy ſelf — Bear the infirmities of - 
the weak Let every one pleaſe his neighbour 
Fr his good to ed fication And in 1 Cor. viij. 
0 7 e puffs up; but charity edifles Let 
| not your liberty be a ſiumbling block to the weak 
or through thy knowledge let thy weak bro. 
ad 2 * for whom Chrift died — If _ 5 
.-Þ 3 


Dr 


* — a . „ 4 6 N „ 
DJ = V A 2 * * 
* * ** . - * 


9 1 — E } \ pF 1 < , * * 7 EY * by F ” A 
N 1e * R 1 
” 7 4 *. 1 - 
, - 


Se $9 Alas we 
whilſt the world finds. tas they . — 
that 2 merk is ſet aſton, the men that deplore 
the Sins of che Times; and u b of mem. 
brance is writtey for thoſe who 
themſelves in bad Times: as in New I. 4. 
Thou haſt a few names who have not 4 e 
their garments; and they ſhall walk with me 
in white, for they are worthy. 
_ You find alſo a fuitable Portion for thoſe 
who are groaning under Cor n; who 
com were in iniquit), 
2 are — 8 in 
Nom. vij. Altho I am carnal, ſold under fin, 
and — Ker wor'd Ido not, and what I hate 
that da I; in my. fleſh ee, 236 and ro 
perform good I find not, yea with the fleſb I 
ſerve the law of ſin (oh wretched mas that I 
am.) yet I conſent to God's law and delight 
in it after the inner man; it is not then 1 
that do this evil, but fin that dwelleth in 
ane — 1 thank God through Chriſt, with my 
mind I ſerve God's law, and God will deliv- 
er me from the body of this death. And they 
are told how God has laid on Chriſt our ini. 
guit ies, and he will be the Lord our righte- 


ou ſue ſõ and ſiren xr Joh. ij. 1. Fa 
n, we have > nfm, with t Father, 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. 

The Humble and Penitent, who arc of 4 
contrite ſpirit and tremble at God's word are 
comforted, 2 Cor. vij. Te were ſorry indeed, 
'twas but for 4 * was oftr a godly 


. manner 


JY & 9 05 Wm. 


manner — Trejoice in it Such ſorrow work- 
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eth repentance not o be repented of = It 
ary. ant in you carefulneſs, fear, deſire, zeal 

$7 : yo8 haue approved your ſetves 
— in this matter. 


They Who want direction, and ory out „ Oh 
that my wirys were directed to keepi thy 2 
tutes are ſent ro God for Council, Fam. j. * 
IF any lack wiſdom; let" him art 1 of God, 
and Sail be given Him 

© The decetver and the deceived, (vis. thoſe 
of evil Minds, he ſeduce others, and thoſe 
that are miſſead in the fp! Baer of their 
Hearts) are tobe diſtinct! Adee Jud 22. 
ene Dave Lies ts xs 4 other 2 with 

Asfrthoſe of the Root of Igel i in deſer- 
tion, WHO mourn after the Lord, who walk 
in darkneſs and ſee no hight, and ſay the Lord 


bath — me, there were, I believe, few, 


if any, iti thoſe Days of the plentiful effuſion 
of tlie Spirit, when the | Chuch was 
in its , and à nation was to be born in 
4 day; but few, I ay, who had Doubts-about 
their Sincerity: they had Perſecution Diſtrels, 
and Bxerciſes of another Sort; and they were 
ſafficient. I am apt to think uch Caſes were 
alſo rare in the beginning of the Reformation 
from Popery - which ſeems to be the Occaſion 


of ſome of the firſt Reformers confounding 


Faith with Aſſurance. However, there are N 

laid up; even in the New Teſtament, ſome pro- 

per Hitits of Council, for ſuch as ſhould ini af 
F 2 ter 


f 3 . 6 


3 labour under the Hidings of God' 85 
Face; as, to examine themſelves — For this 
#0 beſcech the 2 To clear themſelues of 
15 — Not to Faint in well doing ; and the. 


lite From, eur acquaintance. with 
the Scri Fares, you ll ęaſily perceive, that I 
could as happily run this Specimen much — 
ther thro the ſacred Writings. And if y 


peruſe the Writings of the moſt N. % . 
| ſucceſsful Preachers, e e e 
Divines, you'll ſęe that they herein imitated. 
the great Leaders of the Chriſtian: Profeſſion, 3 
and have been large in particular. A lication 
to ſeveral ſorts of Perſons; ſuiting their Dif, 
courſes to all the Variety of the Hearts of Men, 
and Sorts and Frames of Chriſtians, according 
to the true Precępts of Oratory and Chilli: 
nity. In this Pay they found their own 
Hearts warmed, and thus they reached the 4 
Hearts of their Hearers ; ; whilſt. many were 
imagining the Miniſter had been told of their 
and made the Sermon for them: and ſo 
Was eric that Paſſage in Heb. iv. 12. Tbe 
word of God is quick and powerful ---- a dif. 
cerner of thoughts and intents of the heart.  . 
Now what Succeſs can we reaſonably expect, 
if we do not take into cloſe Conſideration the 
Caſe of our ſeveral ſpiri itual Patients? 
If a Man profe Pbyfick, ſhould * L 
niſter or give en. one conſtant Medicine for 
Fevers, and another for — . S, and 


ſh. Tor "he Diſtempers, without 9 ering 
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the Age, Conſtiration,: Me and Way of 
Living of his Patient; and not vary his Method 

and Medecines as thoſe varied: we ſhould 
hardly call this the Practice of Phy-. 


ſeek:c. nor can I think this general and (undi- 


ſtinguiſhing Way will be more ſaſe, or likely. 
to aner! its End, in ee r 
eine. on 
Now I reſt perſivaded, Brerhren,: the ain 
is evident you can't but allow, tis the 
to ſuit; ourſelves to all the Variety of Tem- 
2 Experience of the Hearers, if it can be 

ne; and IJ hope I may ſucceſsfully offer 
ſome Thoughts upon. the Way HOW this 1 
* be attained. 

Above all then, carefully ſtud ady yo your own 

e ruder Sketches 

of your Sermons. to your Selves firſt, by 
which Means the correſponding Workings of 
your.- own Hearts and: AﬀeCtions, that ſuit- 
ably. ariſe, may furniſn you wherewith to 
apply cloſely to all, whoſe Temper, and Ex- 
perience, and Caſe is like your own: for what 
is ſupplied to your imperfect Notes, out of 
the applicatory Meditations of your own 
Minds on the Subject, will yery e ac- 
cordisg to the uſual way of the Spirit, happily 
and powerfally reach thoſe of the lame Make 
in like Circumſtances, - 

But alas] one Man's experience, alle far 
ſhort of all the Vatiety of Mens Hearts and 
the Spirits work; nay, thoſe whoſe Heads 
aue turned for cloſe an d regular Thought, ro 
wjboſe 
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whoſe Time has heen ſpent . Let. 
vors, as they go on more rationally and even- 
in Roligion, have leſs variety of Experi- 
ence, of a different Mold and Way 
_ off Thinking Here it will be needful then to 
look our ß bur felves, andd take a larger vic, 
to be aaquainted with Caſus and T. dif- 
ferent from our own; and with ſuch Methods 
of the Spirits Mork, as we our felves have ne- 
* enced; but wer others have: Now 
and original of g this'Ac- 
_  quaintance with Men, and with Work- 
ings in them, (and I may add, of Satan's work. 
Ings alſo) is by conv freely with the ſe- 
: ou Lau of our Flock. 1236 20 YE 
T know your I houghts 8 wi event me 
with an A ah You'll ſay, cls! is almoſt 
ipracticablo; the Palite and Perſons of Fi- 
gures alas! too rarely will uſe any ſuch Free- 
| with us, in layin open their Hearts, and 
communicating their iences to us, as to 
give us the needful Information - If we e- 
ver do atrive at an acquaintance with the Ex- 
72 arg "tis or edges to- 
uch as theſe; we 
fuitably to 8 . as much Rea- 
fon as Neabughadnezzay demandedof the wiſe 
| Mem to interpret a Dream they know not + 
The middle and lower Sort of People indeed, 
are more unreſerved to grave Miniſters of Age 
and 8 E 
Froebdns"w? Sh young Men.“ 75 
1 1 N To 
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| Polite, and Men of ſome Though and 
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To bel over chis Difficulty, — 4 
ier Me bs for the Un | 


ing, your own Experience, coir e e. 
rr. Ages Corrections a moderate Skill in Hu- 
mane Nature will enable you ro make, may 
lead you into happy C at their Wa 


of Thinking: Beſides in the time of their Viſt. 


tation, under ſome ſore Affliction, you wal : 
find them more communicative; and an 
Hours free Diſcourſe, with ſuch as can give a 
rational and intelligible Account of themſelves, 
in a Seaſon when chey are diſpoſed to do it, is 
as valuable and uſeful, as it is rare and difficult 
to enter into. 5 5 1 were, 
Again, have an the ſerious 
nay Nature and (rk 2 
in a ſuperior Claſs; c at a 
ime when the Impreffions of Religion are 
new to them: Vou ſnall find them more open 


than elder Perſons, if you court theit Intima- 


cy and relieve their Baſhfulneſs: And if you 
can ſee into the Heart of an Vouth, then wich 
the proper Allowances for the Alterations that 
Age and Buſineſs will make, you may pr 
1 at their Turn of Mind in more 


Wich the Generality of ſerious Chriſtians, 


there needs not ſo much Nicety, toget into ſuch 
a ſpiritual Inti 


with them as we deſire; the 
lay ing aſide Nicety and Ceremony, and getting 
into ſuch a grave good natured Way as our Cha- 
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the People to Freedom; lead them into it by 
ommunicating firſt, either what your ſelves 
have experienced, under the Name of a third 


.. Perſon (if Modeſty or Prudence require) or 


elſe: what you have learned from others, with. 
out betraying the Confidence they've pur in 
you: By theſe Methods we ſhall ſeldom fail of 
drawing ſerious People on to ſuch a Freedom, 
as will be of uſe to them and our ſelves --: If 


we heartily go about it, we are pretty ſure to 


- I may farther hint at a cõmpendious Way for 
the gaining much Knowledge of Mens Hearts 
in a little time, vis. If you have any tolera- 
ble skill in the different Tempers and Com- 
plexions of Mankind, diſtribute in your 


houghts your People into Claſſes, aceord 
to their natural Genius and Temper; and ſel 
one of each Claſs to be more particularly ac- 
quainted with; for amongſt thoſe whom Na · 


ture has formed alike, you ſhall find, upon far- 
ther enquiry, a ſtrange Uniſormity in the Spi- 


rit's work and Way of proceeding with them. 
I might recommend a Way of knowing 
theſe Things at ſecond hand, vig. from the 
moſt popular and experimental Authors: but 
this Way is far inferior to the other; and we 
ſhall but faintly paint any Phoenomenon of 
the Heart, by copying another Picture; tis 
infinitely. preferable to do it from the Life. 


\ Yet would I carneſtly recommend the perufal 
ol ſuch Authors, as deal much in an experimen- 


tal 


=> 4, — — _e” 
f 7 


FE. 


o - [ 1 
whe n \ 4 „ 2 N . \ n 
7 7 my 4 = 7 * % 7. „ < > L o 
"OOO 0 8 IL RES 12 n * 
uin „ 2 
* * 


wt 9 Pr aching. 4 
' Strain, and have been very ſucceſs 1% % 


, 
8 
=. 
14 

Se . 
Ff 
7-51 
= 
il 

* 

al 


> \ AS * * 122 a 
n * * 24 3 2 > So I 4 * * l 1 * * ＋ 
5.3 NO * 9 Ne, * py FE * 


but with a different Deſign, vis. That we 4 


may learn from them, how to draw lively and 


diſcreetly ſuch Caſes as we · our _ OS 
obſerved ; and how to addreſs to 
thoſe Caſes, with the like Thoug ia Pe Bx- 
preſſions, as have in the Courſe of their Preach- 
ing happily anſwered the End. ; 

After all, rightly to divide the Word- of 
Truth, wich true Wiſdom, is a Matter of no 
ſmall difficulty; but if we carefully and di- 
ligently go + 2M ir, with a zeal for our Maſter's 
eh, and ſenſible of our own Inſufficience, 
ask wiſdom of God, we know he giveth libe- 


rally, and will ſurely make us w/e to win 


fouls, to the honour of his Name, and our own 
rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jeſus; to 
whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, that 
one God whom we adore, be-paid the higheſt 
Honours and Praiſes, to eternal Ages. Amen. 
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A Comerztrs BODY of Pxacricari Dr 
"FA vixir.: Being a New Improvement of 
the Aſſembly's Catechiſm , Wherein the Truths and 
Duties of- Chriſtianity are apply'd to the Conſcience, 
in a moſt ſerious and pathetic manner: Written with 
& Deſign. to reyive dying Religion, in the Family 
and Cloſet, the Church and the World. By the 
late Reverend Troxas Doortirris, M. A. To 
which are prefix'd ſome Memoirs of the Author's 
Life; with his ſolemn Form of covenanting with 
God. Folio. Price 18s. | 
PAO PDOSA Ls for printing, by Subſcription, the 
Won xs of the late Reverend and Learned Jo HN 
How x, M. A. ſometime Fellow of Magdalen Col- 
ſege, Oxon, in two Volumes in Folio, : To which 
will be prefix d, The Author's Effigies, curiduſly 
engraven; as alſo, ſome Memoirs of his Life, by 
the Reverend EDMUN UD CALAMT, D. D. In 
which will be inſerted ſeveral valuable Manuſcripts 
of Mr. Howe, never before publiſhed. 


I. The Price, to Subſcribers. 11 125. in Sheets. 
II. They who ſubſcribe for ſix Setts to have a ſe- 
venth Gratis. III. A few to be printed on large Pa- 
per at two Guineas each. IV. The Names of the 
Subſcribers to be printed, unleſs forbidden. 


N. B. The Propoſals at large, with the Contents, 
are deliver d Gratis, and Subſcriptions taken in, by 
John and Barham Clark, &c. 


